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IF A NATION IS STILL IN EXISTENCE  
 

 If a nation is still standing, does that prove it has a 

great government? Not necessarily. If a country 

continues to exist, does that mean it has a high moral 

character in the sight of God? No, it does not. If a 

country has been around for a long time, should its 

inhabitants conclude that it definitely will be in 

existence until the end of the world? Not at all.  

 The Bible affirms that the God of heaven rules in 

the kingdom of men (Daniel 4:17), removing and 

raising up kings and their governments (Daniel 2:21). 

We may not understand all the details of God’s 

dealings with human rulers, but we completely accept 

His sovereignty and right to act as He deems proper.  

 In the days of Noah, God observed that every 

intent of the thoughts of man’s heart was only evil 

continually (Genesis 6:5). As a result, after 

mentioning a period of one hundred twenty years 

(Genesis 6:3), God’s arm of justice came down on the 

human race, as all humans except eight persons lost 

their lives in a universal flood. Ten days before the 

flood began, the world was standing. Did the fact that 

the earth was still in existence prove that everyone 

involved in running earthly activities pleased the Lord 

God? Of course not. Do not confuse existence with 

pleasing the Lord. Those are two different matters.  

 What about God’s dealings with the inhabitants of 

the land of Canaan? God told Abraham that He one 

day would give that land to his descendants, but it 

would not occur in Abraham’s lifetime. When would 

it happen? God said, “But in the fourth generation 

they shall return here, for the iniquity of the Amorites 

is not yet complete” (Genesis 15:16). God had His 

own time schedule for removing the Amorites and 

giving their land to the Israelites, Abraham’s 

descendants. What else? At the time Jehovah made 

that promise to Abraham, the Amorites’ corruption 

was visible, but not complete. God would bring down 

the hammer of His wrath on the Canaanites according 

to His wisdom and on His own time schedule. In this 

case, it would be four more generations. 

 What about God’s dealings with the Amalekites? 

With no provocation, they viciously attacked the 

children of Israel as Moses led the Israelites on their 

journey from Egypt to Mount Sinai (Exodus 17:8-16). 

God saw the Amalekites’ wicked conduct and He did 

not approve of it. But, notice this: it was not until 

approximately four hundred years later that God 

“dealt with” the Amalekites by sending King Saul to 

destroy them (1 Samuel 15). Throughout that four-

hundred-year period, the Amalekites continued to 

exist. Their ongoing existence, however, was not an 

indication that (1) they were pleasing in God’s sight or 

that (2) they “got away with” their atrocities. Per His 

wisdom, God dealt with the Amalekites when and how 

He deemed appropriate.  

 Jehovah used the ancient Assyrian Empire as the 

rod of His anger to carry out His justice on nations in 

the Middle East, then He turned around and punished 

Assyria for its sin (Isaiah 10:5-19). God did the same 

with the Babylonians, raising up mighty King 

Nebuchadnezzar to be the instrument of His justice, 

then He turned around and smashed the Babylonian 

Empire (Jeremiah 25:9-12). God raised up the 

Babylonian regime, then brought it down. When? 

After Babylon had its “day in the sun,” a period of 

seventy years. In the case of Babylon, God said 

seventy years was enough, then He intervened.  

 It is written, “Righteousness exalts a nation, but sin 

is a reproach to any people” (Proverbs 14:34). We 

plead with you not to assume that a nation’s continued 

existence is evidence that God is pleased with it or 

that it somehow will be able to escape God’s 

judgment. God tears out plants which He has not 

planted (Matthew 15:13) and brings down nations. 

Some of His righteous judgment is seen in biblical 

and human history; other judgments may not be made 

manifest until the final Day of Judgment.  

 The righteous God of heaven carries out righteous 

judgment. There are no exceptions! If my country is 

still standing, that proves nothing about its moral 

standing before God. Rather than trying to predict 

how and when Jehovah will bring down His mighty 

hand of wrath against my own nation, I would prefer 

to invest my thoughts and efforts in (1) being a salt-

light influence (Matthew 5:13-16) for the masses 

around me and (2) trying to teach God’s message of 

light to those in darkness (Philippians 2:15,16). 
-- Roger D. Campbell 



WHEN ABRAHAM LOST SARAH
 

 It is in Genesis 23 that we read the Bible’s record 

of the death and burial of Sarah, Abraham’s wife. 

When she passed from this life, Sarah was one 

hundred twenty-seven years old (Genesis 23:1).  

 Abraham was ten years older than Sarah. He was 

seventy-five years of age when they first entered 

Canaan (Genesis 12:4,5), and they already were 

married at the time. Thus, at a minimum, Sarah was 

Abraham’s wife for over sixty years.  

 When Sarah left this world, Abraham lost his 

devoted companion. Sarah left their homeland in Ur to 

travel with him to Haran, then Canaan, then Egypt, 

then back to Canaan again. Abraham was blessed to 

have her by his side as he faced challenges and trials 

in a variety of circumstances. 

 When Abraham lost Sarah, he became a widower. 

It cannot be an easy task for one who has lost his 

spouse to make the transition from calling himself “a 

happily married man” to saying, “I lost my wife, so I 

am a widower now.” Let us learn to be considerate of 

and show compassion for those who face the 

challenge of adjusting to life without a spouse and 

dealing with some aspects of life which are new to 

them (Romans 12:15).  

 When Abraham lost Sarah, he did not deny that she 

was “gone.” Multiple times he described her as “dead” 

(Genesis 23:4,8,13). Abraham could hold on to the 

memories of his wife, but it would be silly, even 

harmful, for him to continue to tell himself that Sarah 

still was among the living and things would go on as 

they always had. Part of the healing process is 

acknowledging that a person has left this world and 

will not be returning. It is not an easy admission, but it 

is an essential one. 

   When Abraham lost Sarah, he was saddened. The 

Bible says he “came to mourn for Sarah and to weep 

for her” (Genesis 23:2). It is natural to grieve over the 

loss of a loved one, especially a spouse with whom 

one has lived for an extensive period of time. There is 

no shame in crying. Jesus wept in connection with the 

death of His friend Lazarus (John 11:35). How one 

deals with such a devastating loss is a personal matter, 

and we should allow people to grieve in a manner that 

comes natural for them. There is no biblical “book, 

chapter, and verse” on how to grieve or how long to 

exhibit signs of grieving. Each person does it in his/ 

her own way. Abraham did, too. 

 When Abraham lost Sarah, he quickly made plans 

to have her buried. Read the emotion-packed 

statement Abraham made as he attempted to buy a 

burying plot: “Give me property for a burial place 

among you,  that I may  bury my dead out of my sight”  

(Genesis 23:4). How descriptive: “. . . bury my dead 

out of my sight.” Being able to have a funeral service, 

or even without a funeral service, just having the body 

buried or cremated is part of the closure process. The 

pain in the heart of losing a loved one may remain for 

the rest of one’s life, but getting the body buried and 

out of sight is a key element in moving on with our 

lives.  

 When Abraham lost Sarah, he picked out a place to 

bury her. After buying the property, “Abraham buried 

Sarah his wife in the cave of the field of Machpelah” 

(Genesis 23:19). Where and how a body is to be 

buried or placed varies from culture to culture. There 

also are legal matters which must be considered. Let 

us keep in mind that there is no “Thus says the Lord” 

when it comes to burial customs or locations, so it 

would be wise for us to avoid trying to force our own 

personal preferences on others.  

 When Abraham lost Sarah, he acknowledged that 

he was “a foreigner and a visitor” in the land of 

Canaan (Genesis 23:4). Each time we learn of 

someone’s death, especially when we endure the 

passing of a loved one or close friend, we are 

reminded that our sojourn on earth is a temporary one. 

We all are sojourners and pilgrims (1 Peter 2:11). That 

fact should cause all of us to reflect soberly on the 

meaning of life and what lies beyond the grave. It is a 

foolish person, indeed, who in advance makes 

meticulous preparation for a funeral service and 

burial, but gives no attention to the eternal destiny of 

his soul! 

  After Abraham lost Sarah, he married another 

woman. Her name was Keturah, and from their union 

six sons were born (Genesis 25:1,2). God does not 

require that a widower or widow enter into another 

marriage after the passing of their former spouse, but 

it is acceptable in His sight (1 Corinthians 7:39). The 

Bible specifies no time frame in this matter, so we 

should refrain from trying to dictate to others how and 

when it is acceptable for them to move on to another 

relationship.  

 There is no indication in the Scriptures that 

Abraham became bitter with God when he lost Sarah. 

Many of us have witnessed a spouse who out of deep-

felt pain spoke blasphemous words against Jehovah. 

While we can sympathize with their hurt and despair, 

it is never appropriate to curse God (Job 2:9).   

 When Abraham lost Sarah, he lost his spouse, but 

not his faith in and commitment to God. May we all 

learn to put our trust in the Almighty at all times and 

in all circumstances, even when our heart is hurting.  

-- Roger D. Campbell 



WHEN PAUL EVANGELIZED IN ATHENS
 

 Christians need to be “all about” evangelism. One 

of the ways to gain insights and find encouragement is 

to observe how Jesus, as well as our brothers and 

sisters who lived in the first century, taught the gospel. 

 When we talk about “evangelism,” we mean 

communicating the gospel to lost people. The ancient 

Greek city of Athens was a large metropolis in which 

many folks enjoyed human philosophy, practiced 

idolatry, lived morally corrupt lives, and did not know 

the God of heaven. They badly needed God’s gospel.  

 When we look at how Paul evangelized in Athens, 

what do we see? Let us begin with two Bible verses: 

“Now while Paul waited for them at Athens, his spirit 

was provoked within him when he saw that the city 

was given over to idols. Therefore he reasoned in the 

synagogue with the Jews and with the Gentile 

worshipers, and in the marketplace daily with those 

who happened to be there” (Acts 17:16,17). 

  Paul did not wait on others to join him before he 

made an effort to reach the lost. Paul anticipated that 

Silas and Timothy would join him soon in Athens 

(17:15), but he did not twiddle his thumbs before they 

arrived. In some scenarios, it is advantageous to have 

two or more labor together in the Lord’s Cause (Mark 

6:7; Luke 10:1). That being said, we should not think 

that we must wait on “an evangelism meeting” or an 

assigned partner to join us before we can talk to lost 

people about Jesus and His salvation.  

  Paul saw the city stooped in idolatry, and “his 

spirit was provoked within him” (17:16). Like his 

Master, the apostle had compassion on those who 

were like sheep without a shepherd (Matthew 9:36). 

Paul not only saw the widespread idolatry: in addition, 

he saw that they had a spiritual need, and he knew that 

he could offer them the remedy for their malady! 

Brothers and sisters, the gospel is God’s word of 

reconciliation. You and I have what the world needs! 

  In Athens, Paul reasoned with Jews in a 

synagogue, and he did the same with Gentiles, too 

(17:17). The word “reason” is from the Greek word 

“          /dialegomai” (it sounds like our English 

“dialogue”), which means “to converse, discourse 

with one, argue, discuss” [Thayer, word no. 1256 via 

e-Sword]. Paul communicated with people. He did not 

just look at them. He did not simply nod his head at 

them. He spoke to them. Now that, brethren, is what it 

takes. We have got to speak to people! 

  When Paul evangelized, he reasoned in the 

marketplace “with those who happened to be there” 

(Acts 17:17). There were times, even in Athens, when 

Paul taught/preached “by appointment.” At other 

times, however, he would reach out to the folks who 

came into his life, whenever they “happened” to be 

around one another. Sometimes it is said that 

Christians need to “look for opportunities” to spread 

the gospel. Brethren, when the apostle Paul came in 

contact with a lost person, to him that was the 

opportunity right there! We do not see Paul wondering 

how he can find an ideal situation to talk to a person 

or to build up a two-year friendship before he 

approaches a lost soul. Paul approached people whom 

the Lord placed in his life, and he did so with 

urgency! Paul cared (Romans 10:1), and it showed.  

  In Athens, Paul approached lost people . . . he 

took the initiative . . . he did not wait on others to 

come looking for him. He was the seeker, like Jesus 

(Luke 19:10). Jesus initiated the conversation with the 

woman in Samaria (John 4:7). We need to learn that 

lesson from our Lord and His servant Paul.  

  When Paul evangelized in Athens, he reasoned 

with people on a daily basis (17:17). That may sound 

radical to us, but that is how the early church worked 

and grew, and it was exciting! See how Paul and 

others combined their efforts to get the word out every 

day (5:41; 16:4,5; 19:9,10). We are kidding ourselves 

if we think putting in a few minutes a couple of times 

a year is going to offset the stranglehold the devil and 

his false messengers have on the minds of men. Each 

day we “take off,” we are falling further behind. 

  Paul faced challenges in Athens. He faced 

ridicule, as some called him a “babbler” (17:18). He 

faced misunderstanding and labels. Some Athenians 

called the gospel that he proclaimed “new” and 

“strange” (17:19,20). In God’s eyes, it was neither. 

Paul kept sowing the seed, despite opposition. Being 

called names or having people laugh at us is nothing 

in comparison to what Jesus endured for us, correct? 

  He preached Jesus and the resurrection (17:18). 

To “preach Jesus” means to preach the gospel (Acts 

8:4,5,12,25,35). Paul was not spreading politics or 

environmental policies, but God’s way of salvation. 

  When Paul evangelized in Athens, he was 

invited to speak to a group of Athenians at Mars Hill/ 

Areopagus, and he jumped at the chance (17:19-22). 

There are times when even non-believers help us have 

a chance to teach the Bible. By all means, let us take 

advantage of such. Thank God for open doors! 

  In Athens, Paul considered the mindset and 

religious background of his audience. Standing in the 

midst of the Areopagus, he spoke to them about God 

as the Creator (17:24), Giver of life (17:29), and 

future Judge through Jesus (17:31). Like Paul, we 

need to learn to adapt our lessons to our listeners. 

 -- Roger D. Campbell 



Mark 15:31 – “HE SAVED OTHERS; HIMSELF HE CANNOT SAVE”

 Who said those words? About whom were they 

spoken? What were the circumstances under which 

they were said? Were those words accurate or false? 

 The occasion was the crucifixion of our Lord. 

Because the place where Jesus was crucified was 

located near the city of Jerusalem, many people 

went out to “have a look,” as we say (John 19:20). 

Among the onlookers were unbelievers who spoke 

words of sarcastic blasphemy. That day some folks 

said to Jesus, “Aha! You who destroy the temple and 

build it in three days, save Yourself, and come down 

from the cross!” (Mark 15:29,30).  

 What else was said? “Likewise the chief priests 

also, mocking among themselves with the scribes, 

said, ‘He saved others, Himself he cannot save. Let 

the Christ, the King of Israel, descend now from the 

cross, that we may see and believe” (Mark 

15:31,32). So, it was the chief priests of the Jews 

who said that Jesus was not able to save Himself. 

Those pitiful men mocked the sinless Son of God. 

Such mockery will be absent when they bow before 

Jesus, the King of kings, on the Day of Judgment! 

 What those chief priests said about Jesus, was it 

true? Did He really save others? He came into this 

world to seek and save the lost (Luke 19:10), and 

He was successful in that mission. He did save 

people from their sin (Matthew 1:21). 

 What about the other part of the chief priests’ 

statement? Was it true that Jesus was unable to save 

Himself? Think about three possible aspects of 

Jesus saving Himself. First of all, in the sense of 

saving Himself from sin, Jesus had no sin (1 Peter 

2:22). He came to save sinners, but He was not a 

sinner, so He had no need to be saved. So, in the 

spiritual sense of delivering one from sin, no, He 

did not save Himself. 

 A second matter to consider is this: Could Jesus 

have saved Himself in the sense of avoiding the 

cross altogether (like we say “save” ourselves from 

facing a type of trouble)? Could He have “saved” 

Himself from such horrific suffering? When Judas 

brought a mob to grab Jesus in the Garden of 

Gethsemane, Simon Peter took out a sword and 

started slashing it to protect the Master. Do you 

recall what Jesus told Him? “Or do you think that I 

cannot now pray to My Father, and He will provide 

Me with more than twelve legions of angels?” 

(Matthew 26:53).  

 How large was a legion of soldiers among the 

Romans? It is thought to have been around 6000 

men. Thus, the Christ was saying that, if He so 

desired, He could summon over 70,000 angels to 

His aid so He could avoid pain and death. Jesus did 

not choose that form of salvation; that is, He refused 

to take such “a way out.” His willingness to sacrifice 

His life is seen in these words: “Therefore My 

Father loves Me, because I lay down My life that I 

may take it again. No one takes it from Me, but I lay 

it down of Myself. I have power to lay it down, and  

I have power to take it again . . .” (John 10:17,18).  

 But what about when He already was hanging on 

the cross? Did Jesus have the power to save Himself 

by getting Himself off the cross, which is what the 

mockers called on Him to do? Of course, He did! 

The One Who miraculously fed large multitudes of 

people, raised the dead, and calmed the sea certainly 

had the power to come down from the cross. It was 

not a question of power, but plan. It was God’s plan 

for Jesus to drink the cup of suffering and death, as 

Jesus said, “Shall I not drink the cup which my 

Father has given me?” (John 18:11). 

 Yes, Jesus could have come down from the cross 

that day. Yet, He chose not to do so. Why? Number 

one, because He came down from heaven to do the 

Father’s will (John 6:38), and He was one hundred 

per cent committed to doing what pleased His 

Father. In God’s eternal plan for our salvation, 

Jesus’ death was essential. Jesus knew that and was 

committed to doing what was required of Him. 

Number two, He went to and stayed on the cross 

because of His great love for you and me. Selfless, 

unconditional love caused Jesus to do what He did. 

 Do you know what else is amazing about Jesus’ 

love? He went to the cross and endured its 

unthinkable pain all the way to the end . . . and He 

did so even for those who mocked Him that day! Do 

you suppose that some of those mocking priests 

were among the large group of priests who, after 

Jesus returned to heaven, obeyed the faith and had 

their sins forgiven by God’s mercy? (Acts 6:7). 

Despite those men’s evil intent as they chided the 

crucified Christ, God’s door of salvation still was 

open to them. How amazing is that?! 

-- Roger D. Campbell 
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